NATIONAL HOLIDAYS   IN GREECE
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Christmas holidays : 2 weeks

Easter holidays: 2 weeks

Summer holidays: 2 months ( 1 July – 1 September)
1. NEW YEAR’S DAY     Jan 01
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 New Year's Day is the first day of the year, in the Gregorian calendar, and falls exactly one week after the Christmas Day of the previous year. 
 2. EPIPHANY      Jan 06
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Epiphany is one of three major Christian celebrations along with Christmas and Easter. In the Orthodox Church, Epiphany celebrates the baptism of Jesus by John the Baptist in the river Jordan.
3. FEAST OF THE THREE HOLY FATHERS : Jan 30
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   They are Great Hierarchs and Ecumenical Teachers, Basil the Great, Gregory the Theologian and John Crysostom.

4. CLEAN MONDAY   Mar 11
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 This first day of Great Lent is called "Clean Monday" because Christians should begin the holy season with "clean hearts and good intentions."It is also considered to mark the first day of spring, so Greeks tend to celebrate it with outdoor activities and picnics that include olives, octopus and shrimps. 
5. GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY     Mar 25
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This holiday is Greece's National Day and is always celebrated on 25th March. In 1821, the Greeks rose up against the Ottoman Empire which had occupied Greece for almost 400 years, leading to the war of independence.
6. ORTHODOX GOOD FRIDAY
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 Orthodox Good Friday takes place on the Friday before Orthodox Easter Sunday. The first ceremony takes place on Good Friday where the "Epitafios", an imitation of the Christ's funeral bier, is decorated with many flowers by the local women. The "Epitafios" is then paraded through the streets of the villages or the neighbourhoods of the cities.
 7. ORTHODOX EASTER MONDAY
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Easter is the principal celebration of Greece and the Orthodox Church. It lasts 2 weeks. The holiday's name is derived from Pesach, the Hebrew name of Passover, a Jewish holiday to which the Christian Easter is intimately linked.
The Orthodox church uses the Julian calendar for the calculation of Easter, which can often mean that Orthodox Easter falls later than Easter observed elsewhere. The earliest date it can fall is 4 April and the latest is 8 May.

Modern Easter celebrations revolve around eggs. The Christian tradition of egg is aid to represent rebirth and resurrection - new life being born from the egg. It's also been said that egg recalls the shape of the stone that rolled away on Easter Sunday form the tomb that held Jesus' body.
8. PROTOMAGIA, INTERNATIINAL WORKERS DAY. 1 May
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 Many people traditionally go to the countryside for a picnic, to fly kites and gather wildflowers for a flower wreath called "Stefania", that people hang on the front doors of their houses to welcome spring. 

9. ORTHODOX PENTECOST MONDAY : 7 weeks after Easter
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Αlso known as Holy Spirit Monday, is observed fifty days (approx. seven weeks) after Orthodox Easter. The Holy Spirit allowed the apostles to speak in other languages through 'tongues of fire', and they started preaching the word of Jesus to the Jews who come to Jerusalem for the feast of Shavuot (Pentecost),  a festival that celebrates of the giving of the Ten Commandments to Moses on Mount Sinai.
10. ASSUMPTION DAY:  15 August
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The Feast of the Assumption of Mary is a very important day in the Orthodeox religion, it is even called the 'Easter of the summer' in Greece. Also known as the 'Dormition of the Virgin Mary', it is the principal feast of the Blessed Virgin, the mother of Jesus Christ.

11. NATIONAL ANNIVERSARY DAY :   28  October
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This is the day of the National Anniversary of Greek Independence. It may be known as 'World War II National Holiday'. The day is also called 'Ochi Day' or 'Oxi' Day anniversary (pronounced 'ohi') in celebration of Greece's refusal to yield to the powers of the Axis in 1940
12. SAINT MINAS (Agios Minas in Greek):  11  November
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He is the patron saint of Heraklion and his feast day, on 11 November, is a public holiday.

13.THE ATHENS POLYTECHNIC UPRISING:   17  November
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It occurred in November 1973 as a massive student demonstration of popular rejection of the Greek military junta of 1967-1973. 

14. CHRISTMAS DAY:  25  December

[image: image18.jpg]



We celebrate the Nativity of Jesus which took place on December 25th.
15. SYNAXIS OF THE MOTHER OF GOD:  26  December 
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The second day of Christmas in the Orthodox Church is dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 
